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Senfible of the compliment you pay my 
ſex, p. 36. of your SERMON, ** 


« cuffions. Their gentle nature makes them 
« flee from the chamour and invective of 
«« fierce debate: I am willing to ſhew that 
vith reſpe& to gentlengſe of nature, you are 
not miſtaken in my ſex. There have been 
Portias, in Rome; Boadiccas, in Britain; 
patriotic, firm, courageous : Macauleys, Bar- 
baulds, Woolſtoncrafs, de Keralios, and Wil- 
hams; in whoſe animated pages the true 
ſtate, and unalienable rights of men, in civil 
ſociety, are held up to view; and in whoſe 
boſums that glow of freedom is difcovered, 
which has immortalized a Hampden and a 
Sydney: ; given a revolution to this once en- 
flaved, infulted people; and directed the at- 
tention of a wondering world, to a great 
neighbouring Nation.——But theſe are Rare 


aves in terris. 


* 


1 muſt not f far flatter you in your opi- 
nion of the ſex, as to fay, that, however 
** their geatle nature may make them flee 

« from 


1 
from the clamour and inveQtive of fierce 
debate, they conſider themſelves as having 
no intereſt in the ſtate—that it is indifferent 
to them, whether their deſcendants inherit 
what Britannia's ſons braved every danger to 
win. No gentleneſs of nature; no female 
timidity ; no poliſh or refinement of manners, 
will. reconcile her daughters to one fingle 
principle of ſlavery, when underſtood. In 
thoſe natures you compliment at the expence 
of the other ſex; there is a kind of contra- 
dition you might not be ſufficiently aware of. 


For though they flee from the din of arms, and 
tierce debate, and often tremble even at fancied 


female diſciples, you will not find an advocate 
for patfive obedience and non-rcliſtance even 
in the ſmall community of a family, not- 
withſtanding the injunction of an Apoſtle, 
which is left without any reſtriction, Eph. v. 
24. Be it mine, and my ſex's pride, to in- 
tereſt ourſelves in our country's welfare, and 
to ſhew that we do, by every proper means in 
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3 
dur power. Tho e of the dd 
character, your ſex has been ever ready to 
acknowledge, on account of its influence on 
the rifing generation. On us no ſmall part 
of the delightful duty of parental inftruftion 
devolves: and, though we can be at no loſs 
permit me to fay, that education muſt be 
ſtrangely imperfeR, whether of ſons or daugh- 
ters, in which every thing that might be 
termed politic! is omitted. Should any of 
God's fignal interpofitions in providence be 
kept a ſecret from the Young ? They are ſuch 
as are likely to intereſt their minds: and I 
am perſuaded that one cauſe of the preſent 
fooliſh, and dangerous tafte for romance, fo 
prevalent among the young, is the neglect of 
parents and inftruftors in lying Hifforical 
truths before them in an intereſting and agree- 
able manner. You muſt give the ſex liberty 
to pay ſome attention to political ſubjects, or 
they will be unqualified for the diſcharge of a 
duty more than once exprefsly commanded. 
«© What we have heard and known, and our 
« fathers have told us, we will not hide from 
« our children, ſhewing to the generation to 


KEE 
among us: and on reading your ſermon, I 
was often led, with aſtoniſhment, to think, 
what company you, by profefhon, a gentle- 
man, could have kept, that led you fo uni- 
formly, and conſtantly, to connect © heat, 
% chmour, invective, fierceneſs, tumultuous 
7 


% ne anenAe? 
you will permit me to fay, that I had none to 
give to the diſhonour of my ſex, of gentlemen 
within the ſphere of my acquaintance, or of 

Nor can our - gentle natures * conſole 
you, however ftrongly inclined, when you 
— ——— — 
From this we muſt flee with yet more ab- 
horrence, than from the clamour and in- 
vective of fierce political debate.” To 


| have caſt upon my ſex, who have fiyled 
ſcan- 


with an high eſteem of the miniſter's perſon 
and character. He that engages my attention 
muſt be the <* fublime he draws.” You can- 
this Letter might propoſe, that I have a ſen- 
timent to offer in vindication of the man, - 


1 

_ with his God; that he has one creed for the 
Sunday, and another for the remaining days 
of the week; and that his general conduct is 
a libel on his proſeſſion ?—But this is a topic 
on which I muſt not enlarge, left I ſhould be 
betrayed into ſomething, that would lead you 
to ſuſpect ay gentle nature. | 


There is a ſtrong attraftion between con- 
genial natures ; and ſomething of this conge- 
niality there muſt be in order to create eſteem 
and attachment. That confufion, terror, and 
occafion of your Sermon, muſt make the moſt 
Natural timidity, and gentleneſs of nature, 
preſented. When, therefore, you offer far 
leſs to criminate the perpetrators of theſe 
dreadful exceſſes, than a few individuals, 
whom you have not proved to be the occa- 
fion of theſe riots—when you have faid no- 
thing to prevent and diſcourage ſuch outrages 
in future, though it might have been ex- 
pected from your title to be the main drift of 
— 


1 


void of every ſympathetic feeling for what 
either ſex might ſuffer ; you cannot expect to 
find apologiſts for you among ws. Nay, fo 
far from it, that the more gentle the nature, 
the more aſtoniſhing, and the more cenſure- 
therefore, I have nothing to offer to conſole 
you under the ſevereſt animadverſions of thoſe 


who have written againſt the tenor of your 
SzrMron and AppREss, I ſhould forfeit 
* * 


The TzsT and Cokrox Arion AcTs, I 
have often heard diſcuſſed, without the · cla- 
* mour and invective of fierce debate, though 
a political ſubject; and believe them to be 
| and condemned by all thoſe of 
my ſex, who have had an opportunity of at- 
tending to the ſubject. The more ical reli- 
gion we have, the more ſhocked muſt we be 
with fuch a proſtitution of the Lord's Supper, 
and the making the remembrance of the Sa- 
viour's death, the door to the temple of 
Mammon. 'The ftronger our attachment to 


( 12 ) 
we with the removal of every unmerited diſ- 
tinction between them and the other mem- 
bers of the community. If any thing could 
fire the gentle boſom of a Wife and Mother 
it muſt be this zational . Proſcription—this 
holding up thoſe who are moſt dear to them, 
and to whoſe private and public virtues they 
may be ſuppoſed to be partial, as unworthy 
of truſt and confidence. When you, there- 
fore, ſtudiouſly endeavour to fix this ſtigma— 
when you fo far forget your character as a 
Chriſtian and a Minifter, as to connive at the 
profanation of a facred rite in order to do it ; 
us under the ſmart of thoſe remonſtrances and 
reproofs, you have amply merited. That 
they may work together for your good,” 
would prove injurious to your reputation, or 


wandwed into thas Sabi, which you tive cn- 
_ deavoured to fence againſt every Chriſtian, 


whether in a private or public character. 


You 


(in 
en e win tte 
confolatory part of the letter? Were I to 


public had the leaſt reaſon given them to 
| 


Since I begun to write, I have heard of a 
SECOND EDITION of your Sermon and Ad- 
dreſs ; which, as it muſt be a voluntary thing, 
creates a doubt, whether you really need to be 
conſoled, however formidable the oppoſition 
you have met with. If you ſtill retain the 
opinions you publiſhed, and confider them as 


tue, and as important, as you muſt have 


public attention, and excite a curioſity to 
know what that muſt be which writers, of 
no fmall ſhare of merit, thought deſerving 
their aid your Sermon and Addreſs might have 
in no ſmall degree, your favourite object. 

And 


2 
And with this may be connected another 
ground of conſolation, viz. pecuniary advan- 
tage, which many authors have not found, 
though of real abilities, friendly to the juſt 
and unakenable rights of men, aull the civil 
and religious intereſts of the community. In- 
ſtead, then, of a confolatory addreſs, which, 


prior to the appearance of your ſecond editioh, 


minutize as paints; confider a comma and periad 
as meaning ſomething, and not to be indiſ- 
criminately uſed ; and affect to diſtinguiſh 
every kind of merit that can belong to com- 
poſition ; you may not need, even here, what 
the ſympathetic mind might intend you; and 
it to have been your boo? on a former occa- 

+ ſion, 


of paſfve obedience and non-refftance, which, | 


616) 
on the moſt curſory attention, appear moſt 
forcign to the buſineſs ; you may fancy your 
need of no apologiſt even here; nor have any 
feeling, when theſe things are pointed out, 
which calls for the fympathy or conſolation of 
any, either of my ſex, or your own. As you 
particularly mention it as one part of a miniſ- 
ter's duty, to tell the generality of his hearers, 
that they are not © judges either of rights or 
fats; you may go on the ſuppoſition of their 
equal incompetency to judge of other mat- 
ters; and conſole yourſelf with the thought 
vanced will be noticed and condemned. 


And befides ; ſuch a taſte has, of late, been 
introduced and encouraged ; fuch a method of 
quoting texts of ſcripture, merely from found, 
without the leaſt attention to their connection 
and genuine meaning, adopted by many ; that 
you may imagine you hazard but little in 
public eſtimation. So little attention is paid to 
the Sermons of the Refermer:, well ftudicd and 
full of very weighty matter, by thoſe who now 


= 


625 
| the deffrines of the Reformatin, that many 
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plied, to collect an auditory, and to entertain 
and amuſe them when collected; there are 
thoſe who will tremble for the ark of God 
and, looking back to times, and preachers of 
the doctrines of the Reformation, this coun. 
try once knew, will be tempted to exchim, 
how is © the glory departed ! I mean no 
general reflections. I am happy in knowing 
there is no ground for ſuch: but if there 
were no inftances to which what I have 
written applies ; and if they were not matter 
of ſerious concern ; I ſhould not have dropped 
the hint. And I alfo grant with pleafure, 
done under means the leaft likely to eſſect it. 
At the fame time, I muſt fay that there may 
be a public taſte, as to preaching, formed, 
as well as to any other matter; and that a 
vitiated taſte : and I cannot but know that 
many diſtinguiſhed names in this country have 
their painful jealoufy that fuch a tafte is now 
encouraged, not only by ignorant, deſigning 
men, but thoſe from whom much better 
of folid ſenſe, good learning, and who confi- 
der themſelves bound in conſcience to ſup- 


port 


approve what has been hinted at above, it would be a de - 


parture from that baſis of religious liberty on which 
B 2 Diſſenters 
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With the exception of your unfortunate Ser- 
mon, you ſtand, I hop in general, clear of 
thoſe things which tend to degrade the mi- 
niſtry, and diſparage the Goſpel. 

I am ftill thinking of the Title of this Let- 
ter: and though you cannot conſiſtently ob- 
ject; that the pubic may not, I would fain 


find ſomething confolatory to advance, not- 
c 


On the ſuppoſition, of what ſeems the pre- 
vailing opinion, that you are at A Difſenter ; 
that you with the continuance of thoſe re- 
them to be prudently laid; that you are fo 
bent in keeping Diſſenters out of every office 
Government or in Corporate Bodies ; that you 


Diſtenters ftand, to wiſh any oppolition to be made but. 
that of reaſon and argument. And ſhould any be fo difan- 
genuous (to uſe the ſofteſt term) as even to avail themſelves 
of diſſenting ground to miſrepreſent, calumniate Diſſenters, 
and undermine their intereſt, it would not conſiſt either 
with their principles or ſpizit to approve ** —— 
of any civil power. 


| and from the Preſs, an advocate for doctrines 


( 21 ) 
are reconciled to the continued proſtitution of 
a moſt folemn ordinance of your religion; 


and that you are unfriendly to Revolution 
principles, as you become, in the Pulpit, 


ſubverfive of them; you have your reward. 
You have the fatisfaftion of knowing, as we 
learn from your Sermon, that your labours 
have ſucceeded. In the very place where 
confiſtent Proteſtants, and Proteſtant Diflen- 
of men able, learned and pious, you can op- 
poſe the general wiſh of Diſſenters. Yours are 
great atchievements. Cyrus-like, you have at- 
tempted, and ſucceeded in the attempt, to turn 


Euphrates from its long accuſtomed courſe. 


But let me hint at the dreadful iſſue of that 
bold manceuvre. Where is that foot, fo ad- 
ventrous, as even to go in queſt of the ſpot 
where Babylon the Great once ſtood? There is, 
in ſome cauſes, a praiſe in daring—in attempt- 
ing what minds caſt in the common mould 
could never have thought on. Sweden had 
her Charles ; France her Louis XIV ; Spain 
her Quixotte ; and the Gods their Phaeton, 
who, having over-rated his abilities, mount- 

33 ed 
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ed the chariot of the fun, took the reins, drove 
on until he had almoſt ſet the world on fire. 
But you have not only the praiſe of great at- 
tempts, but the pleafure of ſucceeding in 
them. - Amidſt all the oppoſition your late 
l 
e 
noxious weeds as you muſt confider the prin- 
ciples held by Proteſtant Diſſenters, and the 
beſt friends of the Houſe of Hanover, in ge- 
neral ; you have the great fatisfaction of ſee- 


with thoſe 


S 


2 now 

oh ay in no ſmall 

<q cons of oor ants 

7 — —.—— 
Toleration, for Proteſtan 1 2 

would much rather have at- 


( 24 ) 


its force againſt the body at large, both Mi. 
niſters and People. You have heard of the 


( 28 } 

Chriſtian muſt take no part in, or even ſpeak 
of, the civil concerns of a community—that 
riots and tumults, and all the temporal cala- 
| Judgments of Heaven for that crime—that 
when men become Chriſtians their intereſt in 
the ſtate is fo entirely gone that they muſt 
enly ſuffer it to fall, when they fee it to tot- 
ter, whatever may be the occaſion of its dan- 
ger—and that nothing muſt be done by them 
but what can be done by prayer ; are doc- 
wines which enter into your ſyſtem, and are 
yourſelf a Diſſenter, whilſt you attempt every 
members of an Eſtabliſhment, will greatly 
enlarge the field of converts, and thus favour 
your views. But your deſigns could not be 
brought into effect unleſs your name and fyſ- 
tem became more generally known. This 
called for ſome publication on your part. 
Even this would have failed, without the aid 
of ſuch oppoſers as you have, eventually, 
brought forward, and, perhaps, really wiſh- 
ed. Ambition has often courted oppoſition 3 

_ come 
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tome cdnfiderable without it. 
therefore, ſome ** gentle natures” in cither 
ſex may have felt for you, your ſchemes may, 
all this while, be ripening to your moſt fan- 
guine wiſhes. Remonſfirances, Letters, Re- 
marks, &c. which have contributed to your ſe- 
cond edition, may be only a part of your ori- 
ginal plan, and fubſervient to the end you 
aim at. Who will not ſuppoſe you are able 
to maintain your ground—to filence the moſt 
reſpectable of thoſe who have written againſt 
you; and that you certainly would, were it 
not for your unfortunate * reſolution to make 
* no reply whatever public notice any might 
* take” of your extraordinary performance ? 
— But if, after all, it ſhould be found, there 
is no room left for another diſtinguiſhed ſect 
_ for you to head, yours will be the honour of 
making the attempt, and of the wiſdom dif- 
phyed in concerting the plan. 


Not a few who had no idea of your with 
to be fignalized as the Founder and Head of 
2 Party, have imagined an mended Return in- 
to the boſom of your Mother Church, whoſe 
reſemblance you bear, and to whom you diſ- 

cover 


Whatever, 
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cover a tender, filial attachment. In her eyes 
it will be no little merit that you have at- 
tempted to render thoſe who diflent from her 
communion moſt obnoxious to the State, to 
which ſhe is fo cloſely allied to depreciate 
the character of Miniſters among Diſſenters, 
of every name—and to prevent, to the ut- 
moſt of your ability, the Repeal of thoſe As, 
for which ſhe fo lately trembled. Efforts 
like theſe, ſo uncommonly circumſtanced, 
may ſecure you a patronage and preferment, 
in a way far leſs expenſive (ſetting honour 
B 


ous and moral character of thoſe who kindly 
6 received 
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received you into their connection, and un- 
dermining the general intereſt of the Body of 
Diffenters; you have the conſolation of know 


And ſhall any fay there is no ground to 
confole you under a heavy charge that has 
been brought againſt you, that of an Informer 
and a Spy among Proteftant Diſſenters? Has 
it not been the lamentation of the beſt friends 
of the police of this country, that infamy is fo 
generally affixed to the character ofan Informer? 
Is it not owing to this prejudice, early inſtilled, 
that numbers who live upon the fpoil of their 
ed ? Does not the wiſdom of magiſtracy con- 
tribute its part to remove this prejudice, by 
admitting as King's evidence, for the moſt 
part, the greateſt offender in the gang? Let the 
charge, then, of Informer, fit light upon you. 
Shew a mind ſuperior to a vulgar prejudice, 
fo unfriendly to the ſecurity of perſons and 
property, and the peace and quiet of the 
* kng.” 


And 
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And granting (what I do not affert) that 
you are a Spy upon Diſſenters, and even had 
an emolument for afting under that charac- 
ter, may not this ſecure your reputation, and 
names as Caleb and Joſhua, and Huſhai the 
renowned friend of David, were Spies; and 
that the braveſt individuals in an army are 


every rude attack from this quarter? Diſtin- 


guiſh between names and things: and if your | 
cauſe is good, go on. | 


If I have not afforded you all that conſola- 
tion the Title of this Letter might ſeem to 
promiſe, let not the gentle nature” of my 
ſex be ſuſpefted. On your ſecond edition, 
ceſſion, or material alteration, the whole 
blame muſt be hid. It is your anfwer to 
every animadverfion upon your f: and 
will be interpreted by the public as Pilates 
reply was by the Jews to their Remonſtrance; 
„What I have written, I have written.” 


That 
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That you may, in future, ſo preach and 
write, as neither to deſerve the Reproof, nor 
need the Conſolation of any, is the wiſh of 


Your Friend and humble Servant, 


FIDELIA 


PosT»crIPT. May I not hope for the 
favour of your correſpondence ? You could 
not have my ſex in your thoughts when you 
made the reſolution for which ſome have pre- 
fumed to blame you. Your avowed partiality, 
dt Long wha eel clamour, 

« invective, or fierce debate.” I would en- 
deavour, at leaſt, to amuſe, whilſt you might 

Copham, Of. 29, 1791. 


THE END, 


'y 


